376	RAS MALA	chap ix
place It is even said that women are sometimes found with
child by Bhoots x
The Jain Shastias teach a different doctrine in regard to
spirits from that which is taught by the Poorans a They assert
1 In every age and country, it appears, ladies have been glad to cover
&faux pas by the assertion of supernatural visitation ' When Demaratus
' had thus spoken,' says Herodotus, ' has mother answeied him in this
' manner —" Son, because you so earnestly desire me to speak the truth,
' I shall conceal nothing from you The thud night after Ariston had
' conducted me home to his house, a phantom, entirely like him in shape,
' entered my chamber, and having lain with me, put a crown on my head,
' and went out again "' Similarly in the Bacchee of Euripides, the hero
says —
4 For thafc the sisters of my mothei (least
Becomes it them) declared that not from Jove
I sprung, but pregnant by some mortal's love
That Semele on Jove had falsely charged
Her fault, the poor device of Cadmus'
In British History Merlin, and Arthur himself, were both the sons of
Bhoots Vide Geoffrey's History, Book vi, Chap xvni, and Book vin,
Chap xix, to the former of which oases Spenser thus alludes —
And soothe men say that he was not the sonne
Of mortal sire 01 other living wighte,
But wondrously begotten and begonno
By false illusion of a guileful sprite
On a f aire ladye nun
For Scotland, see the story of the Lady of Drummelsaar and the Spirit
of the Tweed!—Note M, Lay oj the Last Minstrel For India, see the
case of SheeUtditya in our own work, those also of Usa and Anirud,
and of Kamala Kunwen, in Captain Westmacott's Article on Chardwar
in Assam, Journal Bengal Asiatic Society, iv, 187, et eeq Butler thus
alludes to these stones —
Not as the ancient heroes did,
Who, that their base births might be hid,
(Knowing that they were of doubtful gender,
And that they came in at a wmdore)
Made Jupiter himself, and others
0' th' gods, gallants to then- own mothers,
To get on them a race of champions,
(Of which old Homer first made lampoons )
Hudibras, Part I, Canto n, v 211-8
1 [According to Jain mythology, the demons of Patala are divided
into Bhavanapati and Vyantara Lower down are the Vanavyantara

